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To Whom It May Concern,

Gabi Benel has been a member of the Snowmass Ski Patrol since 2016. He takes an active role participating in and
leading snow safety activities, including avalanche mitigation routes, snow stability evaluation, daily weather
discussions and avalanche hazard evaluation.

The Snowmass Ski Area is located in the Elk Mountains on the western slope of Colorado. This location creates a
continental snow climate with relatively shallow snowpack heights and generally cold winter temperatures. Average
seasonal snowfall is approximately 300 inches. The ski area generally faces north, though the aspect of individual
slopes can vary significantly due to terrain configuration. The dominant wind direction is west-southwest. The ski area
ranges from 8,100’ to over 12,500’ in elevation, with tree line at approximately 11,500’. Ground cover consists of
conifer and aspen forests, grassy meadows, alpine tundra, talus, boulders, and cliffs.

There are over 160 named avalanche control routes in the Snowmass Ski area. Gabi has participated in avalanche
mitigation on all of these routes, whether using explosives, ski cutting or protective skiing measures. He makes
recommendations on opening and closing terrain and deciding if additional measures are needed to reduce the
avalanche risk to the public. He also classifies natural and artificially triggered avalanches according to SWAG
standards.

Explosives mitigation techniques Gabi uses at Snowmass include both high and low explosives, hand thrown
charges, aerial tramway explosives delivery systems, and air blasts using various other techniques.

Gabi is also a member of the bootpacking team on Snowmass which covers hundreds of acres of avalanche
terrain on the ski area every year in the early season.

Avalanche rescue at the Snowmass Ski Area is conducted under the Incident Command System (ICS) and is performed
by patrol personnel. Gabi has been actively training on a daily basis for avalanche rescue, including multiple burial
scenarios with different search techniques (i.e. beacon, RECCO, avalanche rescue dog teams, and probe lines).
Scenarios and training have included multi team rescue scenarios.

Gabi takes a lead role in training other ski patrollers in both snow science and avalanche rescue. | strongly
recommend him for the AAA Pro 2 course.

Sincerely,
MARK FALENDER

SNOW SAFETY DIRECTOR | SNOWMASS SKI PATROL ASPEN SKIING
COMPANY
AMERICAN AVALANCHE ASSOCIATION PROFESSIONAL MEMBER




A selection of records of some of the avalanche mitigation routes | have performed over the
last 2 years
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GBenel_SA0264 PracPiiGabi Benel
Vail/Summit County 12/14/2018 - 3:00pm

Stability:

Air Temperature: -2°C

HS:126

Layer Notes:

co Co-ord: Sky Cover: OVC
Elevation: 10241 ft Slope Angle: 11° Precipitation: $1
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Notes: NOTES MAY BE CUT OFF BELOW! - SEE SUBMITTED ASSIGNMENT FOR FULL NOTES!

Approximate time of year: Knowing that this pit was dug on the same day as pit 1, we can make some assumptions. The moderate HS of 126cm points
to an earlier time of the season in this zone of CO. There is also not much snow over a mostly faceted snowpack, which could be the result of most

of the early season snow being exposed to alarge temperature gradient and not much snow since then to cover that up.

Approximate time of day: This snowpit was dug laterin the day than snowpit 1. We can see the effects of short wave radiation affecting the upper
30cm's of the snowpack, with the classic "tail of the dog"” wagging towards warmer temps. Also, there is new snow present in this snowpit that was
not recorded in pit 1. With only very light winds in both locations on this day, we would have seen that snowin pit 1if it had been dug after pit2.

That we see that new snow in pit 2 points to pit2being dug later than pit 1.

Estimated Aspect: This snowpit shows adeeper HS than pit 1,so it is less likely to have been stripped of snow by wind early in the season. The 1F
slab 30cm's down from the surface could be fromwind deposited snow that then rounded.
Also, the early season snow that came stuck around, leading to the deeper HS, versus the snow in pit 1 which maybe also could have melted away.

The hard ice layer at the base of this pit shows that the area had a melt freeze cycle early in the season from strong sun exposure.

Elevation: The elevation is given as 10241'which is BTL in this zone.
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Sample excerpt from a weather presentation

Jet Stream

crue A emas pue

ur Valid: 0700 MST. Tue. Feb 26. 2017
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Critical weather factors

e Moderate to strong west winds, look for snow transport

e There will be asharp drop in the evening temps, with clear

skies. Keep this in mind for how it will affect the snowpack in
the future. (especially if cloudy wed)

o Today’s fairytale can be tomorrow’s (or next week’s) nightmare
What's coming up

Starting Wednesday eve, a series of storms arriving with strong
westerly winds.
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